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WHEREAS, the University of South Carolina Upstate strategic plan states that the University intends to be the 
institution of choice for faculty, stasff, students, and the community, and, pursuant to this goal, that the University 
has a responsibility to advance the principles of wellness, equity, and civility; and, 
 
WHEREAS, USC Upstate expresses as some of its core values the principles that people come first, that we will always 
do the right thing, and that integrity drives our daily activities; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Faculty Senate recognizes strong faculty concerns over the health, safety, and well-being of all 
students, staff, and faculty, specifically as they relate to low vaccination rates, the emergence and increased 
transmissibility of the Delta variant, and the need to stem the rising spread of COVID-19 throughout our community; 
and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Faculty Senate recognizes the Center for Disease Control (CDC) as a well-respected authority regarding 
safety protocols to be implemented to stem or stop the spread of COVID-19 in our community; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (“COVID-19”) pandemic is a public health crisis which continues to threaten 
our community; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Faculty Senate recognizes that the COVID-19 pandemic, and particularly the rise of the Delta variant, 
presents a constantly changing situation in which it may be advisable to authorize shifts in course modalities in Fall 
2021; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the design and furnishing of most campus classrooms make social distancing or separation of students 
based on masking preference 
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WHEREAS, a policy of universal masking would not violate Proviso 117.163 in that it does not constitute a vaccination 
mandate; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of South Carolina has issued Executive order 2021-23 encouraging mask usage; 
and, 

WHEREAS, despite Section 13 of CHAPTER 61. Department of Health and Environmental Control SECTION 20 of the 
South Carolina Code of Regulations which permits cities and counties to make “such health laws as they may think 
necessary for the preservation of public health; provided that said laws are not inconsistent with the laws approved 
by the Board of Health and Environmental Control,” the Governor of the State of South Carolina has issued Executive 
order 2021-23 prohibiting counties, municipalities, or other political subdivisions from enacting mask mandates; and, 

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of South Carolina has issued Executive order 2021-23 stating “This Section shall 
not . . . prohibit . . . guidelines regarding the use of Face Coverings by its employees or in government offices, 
buildings, and facilities, that are consistent with guidance from DHEC or from implementing appropriate measures or 
undertaking efforts to “reasonably adhere[] to public health guidance” for the purposes of the South Carolina COVID-
19 Liability Immunity Act (R-39, S. 147); and, 
 
WHEREAS, the South Carolina General Assembly has passed the South Carolina COVID-19 Liability Immunity Act (R-39, 
S. 147) providing immunity from claims of COVID-19 related damage; and, this liability protection is in effect so long 
as a covered entity adheres to public health guidance applicable at the time; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools’ standard 13.8 establishes an institution’s responsibility 
to “take reasonable steps to provide a healthy, safe, and secure environment for all members of the campus 
community”; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the American College Health Association, The American Council on Education, The American Association 
of State Colleges and Universities, The National College Athletic Association, and the Phi Beta Kappa Society, among a 
group of 29 higher national education organizations has resolved that state efforts to restrict COVID-19 mitigation 
strategies by universities and colleges “undermine the ability of all organizations, including colleges and universities, 
to operate safely and fully at a time of tremendous unpredictability [and] prohibit higher education institutions from 
taking responsible and reasonable public health measures and ultimately threaten the health and safety of students, 
faculty, staff, and neighboring communities; and, 
 
WHEREAS the AAUP-SC has urged Governor McMaster to permit all public institutions of higher education the 
flexibility to determine appropriate measures to protect the health of those who work and study at those institutions, 
a message supported by the national AAUP; and, 
 
WHEREAS the South Carolina Supreme Court ruled in Creswick v. University of South Carolina that South Carolina 
state law does not prohibit universal mask mandates; and,  
 
WHEREAS the CDC indicates that while the vaccine is effective, there is still the possibility of breakthrough infections 
and spread of COVID-19 by vaccinated people; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Faculty Senates of the University of South Carolina and Coastal Carolina University have similarly urged 
their 
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1. Strongly supports the University Administration in defending USC Upstate’s right and responsibility to protect 
students, staff, and faculty. 
 
2. Does not discern a conflict between existing state law and the adoption of a universal mask requirement for indoor 
and some outdoor activities on campus, and rather, finds a mask requirement necessary and prudent to protect the 
safety of our community. 


